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Range rules & general rules

(Effective 13th February 2016)
Pre-shooting Procedures

The Range Control Officer (RCO) is to personally ensure the following are checked prior to anybody shooting on the range.
1. Targets to be checked in correct positions

2. Safety barriers are to be in place

3. Warning signs to be in place at barriers

4. Range to be checked clear of any loose equipment (sprinklers, hoses, etc)

5. All Shai and Honza signs in place (including white markers on 28m Range)
6. Target centres and shooting markers to all be 1.8 metre spacing and correct shooting distance from the targets.

7. All support equipment in correct location clear from the shooting line

8. Dojo Steward to call the Bow-in when the above is ready

9. The RCO to give any directions regarding the day’s practise after the Bow-in and before members go to the shooting line as arranged by the Dojo Steward

10. The Dojo Steward is to arrange the order of members in the shooting line and ensure the next group are ready to proceed without causing any delays on the firing line. Efficiency in this area is paramount to all members getting the maximum opportunity to shoot the maximum times during the meeting.

11. Spectators and non-firing members are clear of the shooting area

12. The RCO/Dojo Steward may allocate “mentors” to assist junior archers on the range. The mentors are to adhere to the directions of the RCO at all times.
General rules

1. All shooters must report to the Dojo Steward on arrival, sign-in and pay fees. 

2. All Range Control Officers must report to the Dojo Steward on arrival and signing-in and be allocated any duties required of them for the day’s events.
3. The RCO cannot be involved in shooting whilst carrying out his duties. If the need arises for him to participate in a shoot he must formally hand over the RCO duties and make all members aware of the change, likewise if he returns to the RCO duty after his shoot has completed. A positive control in all participants minds of who is the RCO is a requirement under the Duty of Care rules by law.

4. The Dojo Steward should ensure approved members are allocated duties to ensure the smooth running of the event:

a. Range Control Officer – RCO (in overall charge of all events)

b. Scorers for competitive events

c. PR person – to handle any onlookers or beginners requiring information

d. Lookouts to ensure the public do not interfere with the safety areas in force – and to warn the RCO.
5. All other persons, must report to the Dojo Steward on arrival.

6. All shooters must be under the supervision of a non-shooting Range Control Officer (RCO).
7. All persons must obey the instructions and directions of the RCO and Dojo Steward.

8. Children must always be accompanied and be under the direct supervision of a responsible adult when on-site.

9. Smoking is prohibited on the range or in the dojo. Smokers must abide by the rules governed by the venue premises.
10. Anyone considered to be under the influence of alcohol or drugs will not be permitted on the range.

11. Skateboards, rollerblades, scooters, bicycles and other related equipment are not permitted to be used in the range area.

12. Leashed dogs are not permitted on the grounds, unless they are authorised assistance dogs.

13. No visitor may go beyond the spectator area unless accompanied by Dojo Steward or RCO.

14. All potentially hazardous situations must be reported immediately to the RCO or Dojo Steward.

15. Shooters and visitors should familiarise themselves with the location of the First Aid Box and evacuation procedures.

16. Archery equipment must be left in an area allocated by the Dojo Steward.
17. All wildlife is protected and cannot be injured in anyway.
Shooting range rules

1. The RCO is in overall charge of the firing line with authority over all shooters regardless of rank.

2. When possible a “dayglo orange vest” may be worn by the RCO to ensure they stand out as the person taking charge. Should their be a need to change the RCO the vest must be handed to the new RCO as an indication of the change in authority.

3. Only approved equipment may be used on the range in accordance with the requirements of Japanese Kyudo authorities. Any queries regarding approved equipment should be referred to RCO/Dojo Steward.

4. Only approved matches and appropriate targets may be used in accordance with the WAKA Approval.

5. No Yumi may be loaded with Ya until the Shooter is in place at the firing line and directed to do so by a RCO.

6. At all times, while loaded, the Yumi shall point down range.

7. At all times, the Yumi shall be under the control of the user.

8. When not at the firing line, the Yumi must be unloaded at all times.

9. At the completion of shooting, all Yumi must be unloaded before approval to enter the range to clear Ya.
10. The first shooter is normally the person who goes to the Matoba and waits to the finish of his team. He then claps his hands twice and calls out “Yatori Shimasu” and once the RCO gives the reply “ Dozo” he proceeds to remove the arrows in the correct order before returning to the dojo and placing the arrows in the collection box. Once the range is clear the RCO can restart the next line of shooting. In the case of an open range where there is no protection to the arrow collector/s then nobody proceeds down the range until the RCO gives the okay to clear the arrows with the appropriate calls taking place as above.

11. The arrows should be cleared when no more than 8 arrows have been shot at the target – this is to avoid damaging other shooters arrows. This clearance can be adjusted to less arrows if the accuracy of the shooters dictate. When a 10 target shoot is taking place both ranges MUST work collectively on the clearing of arrows. The call for clearing the arrows stops all practise on both ranges. The RCO must make the call so that it is least disruptive to all shooters.
12. No person may touch a Yumi/Ya belonging to another person without that person’s express permission and being appropriately qualified.

13. No person on the firing line shall touch a Yumi loaded with Ya whilst any other person is forward of the firing line.

14. All personal belongings must be stored away from the firing line.

15. All malfunctions of the Yumi (broken string/inverted Yumi, etc) must be reported immediately to the RCO. 
16. Dropped Ya procedures are to be completed before the next shooter gets ready to fire.
Post-shooting procedures

1. All shooters must be completed on the firing range
2. Remove all targets to the required storage area.

3. Remove all warning signs and stow away in appropriate location.

4. Remove safety barriers.

5. Ensure the return of all club equipment to the correct storage location.

6. Ensure ALL rubbish is placed in the bins provided and any restaurant utensils are returned.
7. Dojo Steward is to call Bow-out when the above is completed. 

8. RCO to de-brief members on the days shooting and any points of correction towards future training.

Notes:

1. It is essential that proper control is carried out during all events by both the RCO and the Dojo Steward. The overall viewing of the Club’s professionalism in the eyes of any public or potential beginners will enhance the standing of the Club in their eyes and therefore attract more members.

2. The enthusiastic and happy disposition of the senior members will set an excellent example for those following them in joining the club. Anybody not following the expected guidelines of etiquette should be gently made aware to the requirement to comply to these needs.

3. If people enjoy the experience they will continue to practise kyudo.

4. Spectators seeing the enjoyment of the members will wish to become part of kyudo.

5. The Dojo Steward should be aware of all medical equipment location and who is a qualified First Aider available to carry out any treatment required on the day.
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